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Hello reader,  

Welcome to December! 

The weather is getting colder, the days are getting shorter and we seem to be in a race 
against time to complete the New Years resolutions we set ourselves at the beginning of 

the year.  

I understand the winter evokes a growing desire to stick to the familiar. Whether it is 
cosying up with loved ones or watching your favorite holiday films, it is easy to distance 

oneself from the harsh reality that exists outside of our frosted windows.

In our first international issue we unpick global narratives- from tackling issues of plastic 
pollution and climate change, to exploring world’s far from our own. Our first piece of 
fiction, accompanied with a warm blanket and hot drink will provide you with all the es-
capism you need while the Edinburgh Advent Calender will give you plenty of reason to 
step into the cold and take part in December celebrations. Learn the history of the con-
flict in Ukraine,  discover Edinburgh’s less renowned architecture and explore the festive 

traditions of different countries across the continent. 

Before you get too wrapped up in the gift giving chaos, we encourage you to sit down 
with this issue, step out of your comfort zone and ENG4GE with the colourful stories in 

the following pages.

Enjoy!

Megan Merino
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British politician Michael 
Gove warned that the 

nation’s favourite chocolate 
bar may no longer be sold 
in the UK in the event of a 

no-deal Brexit.

Sussie Bea Patrick was born 
four months early, only 
weighing the size of a Mars 
Bar. Born at 1lb, Sussie will 
make it home in time for 
her first Christmas.

“MARS NO MORE”  “CHRISTMAS MIRACLE BABY”

GOOD WEEKBAD WEEK 

4 5

The amount of people still living with aids in South 
Africa. The disease remains to be a huge issue. Peo-
ple recently took to the streets of Cape Town to march 
in honour of World Aids Day.

7.5 
MILLION

The age of the eight mummies found 
archaeologists. The sarcophaguses, 
discovered in the Dahsur Province 
near the Pyramids of y Giza, have 
been between 32-332BC.

3,000 year old
Sam Gyimah, the UK’s former 
universities minister who re-
signed this week after Theresa 
May’s Brexit proposal. He said 
that a second vote on Brexit 
could avoid “chaos.”

 “Second referendum 
is best for both sides”

As Mexico’s right-wing political fu-
ture remains unclear, their new female 
vice-president Olga Sanchez-Cor-
dero has voiced support for the de-
criminalisation of abortion rights for 
women in the country, where the 
termination of pregnancy before 12 
weeks is permitted in just one of the 
34 states. 

 “This makes us
 second-class citizens.”

Former US President George H.W 
Bush died at the age of 94 on Fri-
day November 30, 2018, at his home 
in Houston. His wife Barbara Bush 
passed away just eight months ago.

“He didn’t come to Washington to 
disturb, he came to improve.”

WEEK IN REVIEW

Amount of people in Pakistan who are living below 
the poverty line. Imran Khan, Pakistan’s President, 
has vowed to tackle poverty by providing families 
with chickens to breed and sell, a plan which has 
been mocked on social media.

The chance of weather phenomenon, according 
to the UN’s World Meteorological Organisation. 
It warned that the extreme weather warning will 
bring droughts and floods within the next three 
months and in the first quarter of 2019.

“I simply must go (Baby it’s cold outside)
The answer is no (But baby it’s cold outside)”

A radio station in Cleveland, 
Ohio banned the playing of this 
1944 Christm as after listeners 
complained about lyrics being 
inappropriate in the wake of 
this year’s #metoo movement.

Rana Youssef, the Egyptian actress 
jailed for wearing a sheer dress to 

the Cairo Film Festival. 

“It was the first time I wore it. I did not 
realise it would spark so much anger.”
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ADVENTIN EDINBURGH
Although Christmas is so near, there is still some time for eager 
counting down left. We’ve found a range of activities in Edin-
burgh to help you fill the long, dark days with while waiting for 
the festive period to properly set in.

Christmas Market (16th Nov – 5th Jan) (Free)
An obvious place to start, a trip to the 
German Christmas market in East Princes St 
Gardens. Eat German sausage, drink mulled 
wine and be merry.

Growing Up With Books (30th Nov – 9th Dec) (Free)
The Museum of Childhood is displaying their vast 
selection of books, some from as far back as the 18th 
century, taking you on a journey through your child-
hood. 

10 – 24 Doors of Advent (1st – 24th Dec) (Free)
Don’t expect little cardboard doors, this advent 
calendar opens real doors to some of the most 
interesting buildings across the city. Every day 
is a new opportunity to discover more about 
the city.

Edinburgh Makers Pop Up Shop (16th – 22nd 
Dec) (Free) - Whitespace on East Crosscauseway.
Looking to impress your family and friends with 
original gifts? Ten Edinburgh-based designers 
put their crafty Christmas presents on show. It’s 
the season to stand out! 

Silent Light (16th Nov – 5th Jan) (£4.5)
Edinburgh’s Street of Light has been re-
vamped, inspired by the popularity of silent 
disco. In a world’s first, this one-of-a-kind 
experience combines festive craziness with a 
magical light show to get you in the spirit! 

Scottish National Gallery (Free)
Head up the Mound to admire 
the spectacular view looking down on 
the Christmas market’s magic as it lights 
up the Old Town. While you’re there, 
warm up in the landmark museum to be fascinated by 
its impressive collections. 

Scottish Ballet: Cinderella (8th – 30th Dec) (£18.5) 
– the Festival Theatre 
A family favourite, nothing says Christmas like bal-
let. Soak up the atmosphere of the beautiful hall 
whilst being amazed by the mesmerising dancers 
on stage. 

Now You See It, Now You Don’t 
(13th Dec – 26th Jan) (Free) – Scot-
tish Storytelling Centre 
Illusionists from Edinburgh Young 
Carers create magic through photo-
graphs, crafting a journey through 
the history of Edinburgh.

Rags to Bags (£60)
An upcycling workshop at Artisan 
Stitch teaches you how to use old 
clothes to make a new handbag. 
These skills will help you design the 
perfect Christmas gift, and will save 
you some money! 

In Focus: Scottish Photography (30th Nov – 14th Jan) 
(Free)This exhibition at the City Art Centre
showcases the development of Scottish 
photography from the 19th century until today.

WORDS BY 

Yule Fest Leith (5th Nov – 5th Jan) (£5)
Showcasing the top cocktail bars in 

Leith, Yule Fest is bringing mixology 
masterclasses, live music and of course 

delicious cocktails to the people of EH6 
and beyond. 

Summerhall Christmas 
Market (£2)
The best place to find 
unique Christmas presents 
from a wide range of local 
businesses, whilst enjoy-
ing music, activities and 
workshops.

Scottish National Portrait Gallery (Free)
The Gallery has a range of exhibitions 
open all through December, a perfect 
Christmas gift for everyone! Perfect when 
sheltering from the gloomy December rain! 

The Giant Lanterns of China (£18)
As the animals at Edinburgh Zoo go to sleep, the Chi-
nese lanterns bring new life to the zoo, telling tales 
from Chinese and Scottish folklore. Grab a cup of hot 
chocolate and be amazed by the festival of lights. 

Wendy and Peter Pan (29th Nov – 5th Jan) (£20)
A true classic is now showing at the Lyceum. Come 
along to be immersed in the tale of Peter Pan and 
all the mischief he gets up to in Neverland. This will 
awaken the child in you before Christmas morning!

King’s Panto: Beauty and the Beast (1st Dec 
– 20th Jan) (£17.5) – King’s Theatre
What’s Christmas without a panto? This 
humorous telling of the timeless classic will 
show this story in a whole new light. 

A Christmas Cabaret (8th, 
15th, 22nd Dec) (£6) - The 
Stand Comedy Club
A Christmas cracker of a 
cabaret show including 
Fringe festival hit Bruce 
Devlin will bring light to 
the dark days running up 
to Christmas. 

Christmas at the Botanics (25th Nov – 29th 
Dec) (£16) – Royal Botanical Gardens
See mother nature in a whole new light – 
bright lights. With its new 2018 trail, the 
light show is even more immersive and 
impressive. 

Hendersons Festive Fair (Free) – 92 Hanover Street 
You don’t need meat to have a good festive time! 
Hendersons packs out with loads of vegan and vege-
tarian treats so no one has to miss out on the joys of 
Christmas. 

Twelve days of Christmas (2nd – 24th Dec) (£22) – Cameo 
Time to see your old Christmas classics and festive favour-
ites on big screen. One of Edinburgh’s oldest cinema’s is 
the best setting to snuggle up for some on-screen magic.  

Ice Skating (16th Nov – 5th Jan) (£5) – St Andrew’s 
Square 
Transport yourself to a true winter wonderland on ice 
and bring out the adventurer in you. The best way to 
work up an appetite before the big Christmas dinner. 

MAGAZINE TEMPLATE!!!! .indd   6-7 04/12/2018   15:53



NEWS

8 9

The impact of plastic on the environment has been a con-
stant talking point for the last few years, but a Scottish 
university has discovered that certain plastic bans could do 
more harm than good.

  WORDS 
BT LAUREN ARCHER

PHOTOS BY COWP-
ER-FRASER

G
overnments and corporations are 
currently trying combat the amount 
of man-made rubbish washing up on 
British shores and piling up in the 
environment, but a group of lead-

ing academics at Edinburgh’s Heriot Watt 
University have warned that this is actually 
causing more destruction to the planet than 
previously believed. 
The group at Heriot Watt have hit out at 
calls to reduce plastic usage, claiming the 
arguments for doing so are not based on 
facts and are not looking at the long-term. 
The group (made up of academics from the 
scientific, engineering and economic fields) 
have agreed that the increase in plastic litter 

accumulating on land and in seas must be 
addressed by those in positions of power. 
However, they have warned that tackling 
the usage of man-made plastics may cause 
an opposite reaction when it comes to long-
term environmental problems. The group 
are warning that replacing plastic with glass 
or metal will increase energy consumption. 
The energy needed to manufacture these 
longterm products could double global 
energy consumption and triple greenhouse 
gas emissions.
The conversation on plastic pollution has 
gained momentum since BBC Series Blue 
Planet 2 aired. It is thought that 12 mil-
lion tonnes of plastic waste ends up in the 

world’s oceans each year, with the British 
Government estimating that this figure will 
triple within a decade.
Plastic pollution harms wildlife and can 
have significant impact on the environ-
ment and the health of humans. Estimates 
suggest that plastic pollution kills roughly 
100,000 marine creatures and at least a 
million seabirds each year. The majority 
of these deaths are due to entanglement 
and ingestion, with fragments being found 
in the stomachs of shellfish destined to be 
sold.

More than 50 countries are now dedicated to 
tackling plastic pollution, because of the steady 
increase in plastic waste over the last 60 years. 
The UN has created a list of how each country 
is helping the problem and how successful they 
have been, in a report called Single-use Plastics: A 
Roadmap for Sustainability. The aim of the report 
is to give various governments a benchmark for 
creating effective policies. 
A number of initiatives have been put in place in 
the UK in recent years to tackle the problem of 
plastic pollution; a 5 pence charge on all plastic 
bags and phasing out plastic stemmed cotton buds 
are just two of these initiatives. 
The European Union has recently backed a full 
ban on all single use plastics, with the Scottish,
British and a number of local governments all 
pledging to bring an end to disposable, one-use 

items such as coffee cups and straws.
A number of European countries have adopted the 
same policy as the UK and have introduced a levy 
on single use plastic bags, with China, Morocco 
and Kenya banning thin bags. The plastic bag levy 
is the most popular and effective policy according 
to the UN report. Some countries have introduced 
the ban but have failed to follow through with the 
implementation.
In June 2018, India’s Prime Minister pledged to 
eliminate all single use plastics by 2022, with an 
immediate ban in the capital, Delhi. The pledge, 
made by Narendra Modi, will be no easy feat due 
to the vast size of the country and the Indian econ-
omy, which is the fastest growing in the world. 
So what can we do to reduce the world’s plastic 
pollution?

TACKLING THE PROBLEM 

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP?

PLASTIC BAN: 
MORE BAD

THAN GOOD?
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MUSICAL
   HORIZONS

T  here are few things in this world 
that can be deemed universal. The 
very definition of the word presents 
an idea of relating to one another, 
uniting as one. Anyone who has 

ever been in a room with thousands of 
strangers listening to any genre of music 
can vouch for the universal nature of mu-
sic. In fact, many people across the world 
consider it a universal language with an an 
ability to connect strangers, surpassing 
the barriers of the mother tongue. 
Scotland is a proud musical nation, home 
to talented musicians who have entranced 
audiences across the globe. As any Scot 
knows, nothing plucks the strings of the 
heart more than the passionate drones of 
a pipe band. This may have sparked our 
tradition of teaching pupils how to play 

musical instruments in school, which has 
become a great source of achievement for 
Scottish students and often offers count-
less opportunities and fond memories to 
look back on.  
This year however, local authorities 
throughout the country have decided to 
introduce fees for instrumental music 
lessons in schools. Prominent members 
of Scotland’s music community fear it will 
have a detrimental effect on the future of 
music in Scotland. Four local authorities 
have introduced fees for the first time and 
eight others will be increasing their fees 
this year. With one of the highest charg-
es, West Lothian council is one of the 
four councils that have decided to start 
charging parents. The decision was made 
after mounting financial pressure on the 

authority forced it to cut their budget by 
almost half. The decision was not tak-
en lightly with council leader Lawrence 
Fitzpatrick deeming it a “heart-breaking 
decision.” 
Councillor Fitzpatrick spoke of how mu-
sic has given pupils experiences, such as 
meeting and making connections with 
other musicians across the world, that 
would not have been made if it wasn’t 
for the student’s ability to play a musical 
instrument. Mr Fitzpatrick spoke of how 
his own daughter was given the chance to 
travel to America: “We’ve always tried to 
ensure when we had the money, that these 
children could travel internationally. 

be forced to give up their instruments.
Scotland’s unique music genres are popular in 
many countries, with folk and pipe bands mak-
ing their mark on the world stage. SNP Council-
lor Carl John’s group voted against the changes, 
and once again, music’s ability to reach across 
borders was at the forefront of the conversation. 
Councillor John said: “Pipe bands from West 
Lothian have in the past excelled and been world 
champions in the past, but this is becoming 
more and more rare.” 
Looking to the future, campaigners will remain 
passionate and hope there comes a day when 
lessons become free of charge once again. Un-
til then, a six-month review will evaluate the 
impact the fees have had on pupils and schools. 
One thing is undeniable; love for music remains 
strong in Scotland, a passion we share with the 
rest of the world, and which should be made 
available from a young age. 

Instrumental music lessons have been a solid part of Scottish education for cen-
turies. In recent months these lessons have been the victim of local authority 
cutbacks - reducing horizons and opportunities for thousands of children.

WORDS AND 
PHOTOS BY EMI-

LY HEWITT

Music is a universal language which can 
surpass the barriers of the mother tongue.

Particularly with twinning arrangements with 
Germany, they’ve been to many places.”
Fitzpatrick continued by explaining that, in the 
early administration, the council could afford to 
send school bands to the other side of the world: 
“We had a band that went out to Australia. It 
really opens horizons to a lot of children, some 
of whom have never been much further than 
West Lothian, it helps them see the world. Mu-
sic is international, when you sit down and talk 
to someone, one way to break the ice is to talk 
about music.”
Those who made the decision to introduce fees 
have faced heavy backlash from pupils, parents 
and teachers who fear their jobs may be in jeop-
ardy. It is feared that the fees will force a ‘who 
pays plays’ environment. Many children who 
don’t qualify for free lessons, but who find it dif-
ficult to scrape together the extra funding may 

Some children have never left West Lothian. 
Music helps them see the world.
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Every year, in the run up to Christmas, traditional 
markets pop up in all the big cities across Europe, 
including in Edinburgh.

T
he festive paradise lights up the East Princes Street Gar-
dens, providing locals and tourists alike with delicious 
treats and home-made gifts from all across the continent. 
The location has become something of a spectacle, with the 
market being right in the middle of Edinburgh, with the 

iconic Mound and Edinburgh Castle as its stage backdrop. This 
makes for the perfect photo opportunity, particularly at night 
with all the bright lights. 
Whilst indulging in the traditional foods, drinks and crafts of 
other countries spread across the continent, have a read of their 
Christmas heritage. 

In Germany, very similar to the UK, they like to begin their cele-
brations early. 
On the first Sunday of December, families set up an Advent 
wreath (Adventskranz), with four candles — one for each Advent 
Sunday. Traditionally, this is a religious celebration in prepara-
tion for the arrival of the Christ Child (das Christkind) on De-
cember 25. Nowadays, families gather on each Sunday to light 
one of the candles, sing Christmas songs, and enjoy some coffee 
and cake.
Then there is St. Nikolaus, not to be mixed up with the 
Weihnachtsmann (Father Christmas), who supposedly trav-
els around on his donkey during the night on the December 6 
(Nikolaus Tag). On this night, he leaves small gifts such as orang-
es, chocolate and coins in the shoes of the well-behaved children. 
His evil counterpart Knecht Ruprecht often joins him, but he is 
not so keen on the children. Traditionally, he would carry a stick 
or small whip with him to punish those who misbehave.   
Christmas Eve (Heiliger Abend) is celebrated on the December 
24. The day is spent decorating the Christmas tree, going to 
church and of course, having lots of food. In the evening, pre-
sents are opened.

SWEDEN
One of the biggest Christmas celebrations in Swe-
den is St Lucia’s Day on December 13. 
Originally, the celebration stems from stories told 
by the first monks to bring Christianity to the coun-
try. Old tales say that St Lucia, a young Christian 
girl, would secretly bring food to to the persecuted 
Christians in Rome, who were hiding in the cat-
acombs under the city. She would wear a crown 
of candles, to carry all the foods. Now, St Lucia is 
celebrated by dressing young girls in white dress-
es, with a red sash and crown made of lingonberry 
branches, and, of course, the candles.
Since 1966, Swedish people have traditionally built 
a 13-metre tall Yule goat in a place called Gävle, to 
mark the beginning of Advent. The goat, made up 
of a large metal structure covered in straw, has start-
ed a new form of ‘tradition’ — people trying to burn 
it down. The first Gävle goat was burned down on 
New Year’s Eve in 1966, and since then it has only 
survived throughout the festive season a handful of 
times. 
Another popular tradition on Christmas Eve is to 
watch a Disney special show called ‘Kalle Anka och 
hans vänner önskar God Jul’, or in English, ‘Donald 
Duck and his friends wish you a Merry Christmas.’ 
Since 1959 this has been shown on Swedish televi-
sion at 3pm, and around 40-50% of the population 
tune in to watch it together with the whole family. 

In Poland, they like to go about things a little differ-
ently.
The largely Catholic population use the Advent time 
to prepare their houses for Christmas and the New 
Year by cleaning their windows and carpets thor-
oughly. Traditionally, they try to remember the real 
stories behind Christmas, with visits to church and 
peaceful celebrations. 
On Christmas Eve (Wigilia), everyone wears their 
best festive clothes to sit down and enjoy a 12-dish 
meal — one to wish you good luck for each month 
of the following year. These dishes are usually meat 
free, to honour the animals that took care of baby 
Jesus in the manger. As part of the catholic tradition, 
the number of dishes also symbolise the disciples 
of Jesus. Christmas Eve is a ‘fasting day’ for some, 
meaning no food is eaten until after sunset or until 
the first star can be seen in the sky. 

POLAND 

GERMANY

WORDS AND PHOTOS BY 
IONA YOUNG

CONTINENTAL 
CHRISTMAS
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AFRICAN ART connie

H
ow many of us can say they know 
where a museum’s exhibits come 
from? If you’re anything like me, 
and my guess is a lot of you are, 
then you are surprisingly oblivious 

to the origins of some artefacts. Sure, you 
might know where it came from, what it 
is, and why it is so important. But what 
about the how? How did it cross hundreds 
of miles to end up behind a sheet of glass, 
for us all to gawk at? Maybe a wandering 
explorer happened upon it in the middle 
of nowhere, or maybe a country was guilty 
of stealing those treasures. 
Last month, the president of France stated 
that 26 artefacts taken from Africa would 
be returned. This comes after the report, 
commissioned by President Macron, rec-
ommended African artworks displayed in 
French museums be given back to their 

original countries. A panel of experts 
presented their finding to the president. 
The thrones and statues France will be re-
turning were stolen from the western state 
of Benin during an 1892 colonial war. 
It is believed that thousands of cultural 
artefacts were taken from Africa during 
colonial rule, with some estimating more 
than 90% of their cultural legacy has been 
taken from the continent.
The artefacts in question are the ‘Benin 
Bronzes’. Oddly enough, they are actual-
ly made of brass, not bronze. The collec-
tion consisted of delicate sculptures and 
plaques, which decorated the royal palace 
of the Oba, Ovonramwen Nogbaisi. The 
pieces had been carved out of brass, ce-
ramic, ivory, and wood, and many were 
made for the ancestral altars of past royals. 
The cultural pieces are currently dis-

With France declaring to return Africa’s ‘looted treasures’ 
from centuries ago, Michaella Wheatley gives an insight into 
how some artefacts ended up in our museums.

played in the Parisian musée du quai Branly. In the 
report, it was stated that the majority of the African 
collection in the museum was seized forcefully. 
With over 40,000 artefacts, this has caused coun-
tries to face their past and the repercussions, like 
the harsh side of colonialism. 
President Macron said the pieces would be re-
turned to Benin “without delay.” Years ago, how-
ever, it was reported that Benin had asked for the 
looted treasures back, but no action was taken at 
that time. 

President Macron’s office, the Elysee palace, also 
said that this should not be an isolated case. The 
Elysee palace said that the president “hopes that 
all possible circulation of these works is consid-
ered: returns but also exhibitions, loans, further 
cooperation.”
This announcement from France follows the de-
cision, made in October, which will see top mu-
seums from across Europe loaning important 
artefacts back to Nigeria. The pieces will be put 
on display in the new Royal Museum, which is 
planned to open in 2021. 

However, this suggests that the artefacts will not 
stay in their country of origin, but will eventually 
make their way back to museums around the world.
Surely the reality of Britain’s colonial past must 
also be confronted? The British Empire covered 
more than 22% of the earth’s landmass and at one 
point, included 458 million people. This made the 
British Empire the largest empire the world had 
ever seen. Meaning that Britain could have also 
seized many cultural artefacts from around the 
globe. On this matter, British museums have been 
keeping quiet.

The National Museum of Scotland failed to co-
ment, but next year, from February to August, the 
museum plans to highlight the “19th and early 
20th century collections from west and central 
Africa.” This exhibition, ‘The Art of African Met-
alwork’, seems to be incredibly relevant with the 
recent decision made by the French president. 
Yet, in some sense, it also seems irrelevant – why 
celebrate the pieces in Scotland, when they could 
be celebrated in their home country? So with that 
in mind, when you’re next strolling through a mu-
seum, give a thought to where the artefacts have 
come from – and whether or not they are in their 
rightful place. 

Surely the reality of Britain’s colonial past must also be 
confronted?

WORDS BY MICHAELA 
WHEATLEY 

PHOTOS BY CONSTANCE  
MARIA EN
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PHOTOS AND 
WORDS BY 

ROSS COWPER
- FRASER 

HOMAGE TO BRUTALISM & 
CONVENTIONAL STRUCTURES  

Many European cities claim to have had a heyday or renaissance in the way their culture is manifest-
ed through architectural structures — from fine Georgian standings to Gothic eeriness. Come early 
to mid-20th century, however, architectural styles and structures began to evolve for a number of 
different reasons; some in a move to create more conventional living spaces, others for a more prac-
tical use of land and services. Lastly, some changes were made simply to improve the overall look of 
metropolises. The common belief was that these spaces dominated or hid in the in-between parts of 
cities, where there is a sense of unfeeling and Orwellian stylings stimulate the individual’s need to 

understand the stories of the past.   

These images predominantly focus on the complicated structures of Edinburgh, a city that contra-
dicts its own self-made public perception of medieval through the Georgian structures of The Old 
and New Town. A brutalist hospital, cubed library and high-rise living fit within its UNESCO juris-
diction. Additionally, the two external examples from Berlin and New York highlight functionality 
in a building, but also the proclamation they make about human ideology in the 20th century, and 

how this style crossed barriers in the east and west.

Fernsehturm TV Tower (Berlin)

Grassmarket Community Project Building (Warden’s Place)

Architecture Lecture Theater (Vennel, Grassmarket) 

Cables Wynd House (Leith)
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18 19Linksview House (Leith)Kirkgate House (Leith)

Argyle House (West port) 

George Square Lecture Theater (George Square) 
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Potterrow Port (Potterrow)
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Six Flags Building (New York City)

Banana Flats (Leith) 

Edinburgh University Library (Meadows)

National Library of Scotland (Brighton street)
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EUROPEAN ELECTIONS: WHO IS GOING RIGHT Following the shocking September elec-
tions, Sweden has been left with a hung 
parliament. A coalition has still not been 
agreed on, leaving the country unsettled. 
For decades, Sweden has been ruled by 
the Social Democratic Party, but that could 
change following a decrease in public sup-
port.  The far-right party, The Sweden 
Democrats, received massive gains and 
broke electoral records. Lofven needs to 
form a new government, but with parties 
with completely different ideologies, it is 
unclear as to what Swedish politics will look 
like.

AUSTRIA

WORDS BY
DAISY SMITHB

rexit…(sigh) 
There is a reason this was nomi-
nated word of the year by Collins 
dictionary in 2016. Since then, 

it has dominated screens, headlines, 
and social media, causing a rift across 
Europe, where other news has been 
drawing attention from citizens. The 
ongoing surge in the success of far-
right political parties in Europe, many 
of which hold anti-immigration and 
nationalist views, has been overshad-
owing the British political nightmare 
for people on the continent. 
With Angela Merkel to be replaced, 
Brexit looming and this rise of the 
far-right, could this be the destruction 
of the EU? The European parliament 
elections, which could be one of the 
most decisive in the institution’s his-
tory, will be held in May next year.
Here are a few of the country’s out-
looks ahead of the election:

SWEDEN

With the largest number of seats in European Par-
liament, and Europe’s largest economy, Germany 
is a huge influencer across the continent. After a 
decade of leading the country, Angela Merkel will 
not be running again, leaving an inevitable vote for 
her replacement, which will take place on Saturday 
December 8, when the Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) will vote on Merkel’s successor. The leading 
candidates are on either side of the political sphere, 
with Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, a Merkel ally 
at the centre-left, and Friedrich Merz, a long-time 
Merkel rival, who is the more conservative. Whoever 
wins this race will be a leader not only in Germany, 
but across the continent.

Spain has seen a change of political val-
ues, reflected in recent election results. 
The Andalusia region has kicked off the 
electoral season with a key vote. A social-
ist stronghold since 1982, the southern 
region has seen a rise in support for far-
right party, VOX. The VOX party won 
12 parliamentary seats in the election 
on Monday December 3, the first win for 
them in the region for decades. The party 
has exceeded the expectations for them 
to win only five seats. VOX hold strong 
views on anti-immigration and the win is 
the latest in a surge of nationalism across 
the continent.

SPAIN

At 32 years old, Sebastian Kruz is the young-
est chancellor in the country’s history. Since 
December 2017, he has led a coalition gov-
ernment between the far-right Freedom Party, 
and the conservative People’s Party. Kruz and 
his government, are campaigning for harder 
borders, and a tougher defence of Austria’s 
identity.  Some of their leading issues to con-
quer are national identity, immigration and 
anti-Islam. 

A country once ruled by left-wing social-
ists, now finds itself on the other side of 
the political spectrum with one of the most 
prominent rises of the right. There has 
been a rise in popularity for Deputy Prime 
Minister, Matteo Salvini, leader of the 
far-right party The League. Currently in a 
coalition government with Five Star Move-
ment, which also expresses anti-immigra-
tion views. The country’s government is 
currently in breach of the EU’s rules on 
budget, and is standing on a mountain of 
debt, one of the biggest in Europe. 

ITALY

Hungary is currently led by the conservative Fidesz 
Party. The government’s far-right views on anti-immi-
gration have seen razor-wired fences erected to keep 
migrants out of the country as refugees continue to en-
ter Europe. Orban’s party also has strong views to limit 
on independent press and media. Donald Trump’s for-
mer political strategist, Steve Bannon, also known for 
his populist views, has already set out plans to advise 
the Hungarian Prime Minister ahead of May’s elec-
tions.

MEP SEATS: 24 

MEP SEATS: 18 

MEP SEATS: 21 

MEP SEATS: 73 

MEP SEATS: 96

MEP SEATS: 59

HUNGARY

GERMANY

MAGAZINE TEMPLATE!!!! .indd   24-25 04/12/2018   15:53



AROUND THE WORLD

26 27

        UKRAINE’S
 FRAGILE DEMOCRACY  

WORDS BY
AILEAN BEATON

W
hen the Euromaidan revolu-
tion ended in 2014, it seemed 
to many that something quite 
amazing had been achieved. 
What had begun as a protest 

movement against the corruption of 
Ukraine’s then-President Viktor Yanuk-
ovych ended with an impeachment vote 
in parliament followed by elections. Ci-
vilian protesters had suffered through a 
great deal of government violence, but in 
the end Ukraine was placed on the road 
towards a more democratic and pro-Euro-
pean future. 

That is, of course, only part of the story; 
the big-picture that many people in Brit-
ain and the West will be familiar with. The 
2014 parliamentary and presidential elec-
tions took place during Russia’s military 
invasion and annexation of the Crimean 
peninsula in Ukraine’s south-east and 
the forceable installation of an illegal far-
right pseudo-governments in another two 
border regions, leaving around 12% of 
Ukraine’s population unable to vote. 

As the March 2019 elections approach 

this situation hasn’t resolved at all. In the 
four-and-a-half years since Euromaidan, 
the so-called Frozen Conflict has rumbled 
on, ignored by the international commu-
nity, leaving millions of people displaced 
and over 10,000 dead. 

Last week’s shocking turn of events in 
the Kerch strait is just the latest phase in 
this years-long conflict. When Russian 
navy boats chased down, rammed and shot 
at three Ukrainian vessels in the narrow 
stretch of water that once separated the 
two countries, it was seen as a shocking 
though entirely unsurprising fresh act of 
aggression by the larger country. What is 
new is the brazen nature of the behavior: 
Russia before always sought to mask their 
military ventures as organic local strife.  

“With this attack on Ukrainian military 
boats it moved to a new stage of aggres-
sion” Ukraine’s current president Petro 
Poroshenko said in an address two days 
after the incident. 

“No one will say now: “They are not 
there”. No one here is camouflaged into 

green humanoids or militiamen. This is a 
bold and frank participation of the regular 
units of the Russian Federation.

“This is a qualitatively different situation, 
a qualitatively different threat” Poroshen-
ko said.

Nobody can be surprised that Ukraine’s 
president was outraged by this incident, 
but the measures that he has taken as part 
of his response have seemed extreme and, 
to some, carry a deeply worrying message 
about the democratic future of the coun-
try.

On November 26th Poroshenko brought 
an emergency motion before parliament: 
martial law was to be introduced for 60 
days across all of Ukraine. Although there 
are provisions for military rule in Ukrain-
ian law, never in the country’s history has 
it been imposed, leading to speculation 
about just what it might mean for citizens. 

Crucially, the introduction of martial law 
would mean the cancelling of elections 
and referendums. With campaigning for 

the next elections scheduled to begin early 
next year the move would have undoubted-
ly lead to the postponing of the vote, which 
some Ukrainian journalists and academics 
have said would actually benefit Poroshen-
ko, whose popularity has slid downward 
since the Maidan events ushered him in to 
power. 

People on the streets and on social media 
began to speculate about a tacit Putin-Po-
roshenko agreement to boost one another’s 
popularity (for which there is no evidence). 
The issue proved a divisive one to the pub-
lic, the uncertainty captured succinctly in a 
vox-pop given to the Kyiv Post by an elderly 
pensioner in Kiev: 

“It is a difficult question” the old man said. 
“On the one hand, these actions are forced 
(by Russia). But on the other hand, there is 
political manipulation (in Ukraine). There 
is a threat indeed (from Russia). But wheth-
er the threat counterbalances the political 
manipulation – it is hard to say.” 

In the end Poroshenko’s bombast was tem-
pered by the parliament, which agreed to a 
stripped back version of his motion. Mar-
tial law has been implemented but only in 
10 easterly regions and only for 30 days. 
Poroshenko claims that was his intention 
all along. 

While this won’t technically interfere with 
elections, it still displays an authoritarian 
tendency that has some Ukrainians wor-
ried. 

“It’s completely, totally, in my opinion 
driven by politics” Maxim Eristavi, a lead-
ing Ukrainian journalist and activist told 
ENG4GE. 

In his view, the whole thing is driven by a 
desire to get a head start in the elections 
that, before the introduction of martial law, 
Poroshenko had no chance of winning or 
even getting to the second round.

On the morning of the vote on martial law, 
Eristavi tweeted: “Woke up to the realisa-
tion that the fate of democracy, which we 
were risking our lives for, is going to be de-
cided by a single vote in the coming hours. 
Cross your fingers for Ukraine. For the fu-
ture of Eastern Europe.” 

While now, one week later, the vote hasn’t 
quite gone Poroshenko’s way, Eristavi 
explained that the issue at the core of his 
Tweet is still relevant. 

“The idea behind it was very simple” he 

says. “An unnecessary and political intro-
duction of martial law could undermine the 
foundation of Ukrainian democracy; that 
those foundations are still unconsolidat-
ed.”

More important than Poroshenko or any 
other single political candidate, says Eri-
stavi, is the establishment of the key princi-
ple of succession of power. No matter who 
wins, he says, it’s the non-violent and offi-
cial transfer of power that is the hallmark 
of a democracy- and that hasn’t been tested 
since the 2014 revolution. 

“It’s a developing democracy with a lot of 
political forces are just not mature enough 
to have very fixed political platforms. They 
are all figuring it out. And for many parties, 
having a charismatic leader is much more 
important than having any political plat-
forms.

“This, in this moment is my biggest con-
cern. It is not the quality of the candidates 
or their political platforms. 

“I think, from the existential point of view 
on the Ukrainian democracy- the bigger 
priority is the peaceful alteration of pow-
er.” 
Outside of Ukraine, Eristavi says, the main 
thing that the international community can 
do is show support for Ukraine through this 
dangerous period. 

“Part of the problem of the events that are 
happening in Ukraine, including Martial 
law- the negative events or concerning 
events- they are allowed to happen in the 
environment of a lack of international sol-
idarity for a struggle that Ukrainians and 
Georgians and other of Russia’s neigh-
bours have in terms of trying to break free 

of the colonial power of Russia. 

So, if we were seeing more of that solidar-
ity I don’t think we would have any trouble 
with consolidating democracies in the re-
gion. But because there is a lack of that sol-
idarity people get a bit desperate and they 
are more open to opt-in to radical solutions 
that could compromise democracies.” 

Scottish politicians have been leading in 
calls for support for Ukraine and harsher 
punishment for Russia. The SNP’s defence 
spokesperson Stewart McDonald pub-
lished an article in the Scotsman under the 
headline “Russia’s aggression should worry 
all who believe in democracy” and the MEP 
Alyn Smith was quick to put his name to a 
letter underscoring the Kerch incident’s 
place in the broader conflict while urging 
for harsher sanctions on Russia- gestures 
that Eristavi was glad to accept. 

“A number of Scottish politicians are great 
allies for the Ukrainian cause of fighting off 
this Russian colonial war against its neigh-
bors. They do understand the stakes, espe-
cially for new democracies on the Eastern 
frontiers, so I do appreciate their support 
and constant solidarity that they have” he 
says. 

As with other high-profile rogue behaviour 
from Russia, from the Skripal poisonings to 
the bombings in Syria, there is opportunity 
within our shared response to both punish 
Russia and strengthen democracy within 
Europe. A crack down on EU tax-havens 
that allow corrupt elites to launder their 
money would be a great place to start. 

“This is one of those illustrations that, 
by tackling those elites for their open vi-
olation of international law you can also 
try to address other systemic issues that 
undermine not only democracies in East-
ern Europe but financial systems and are 
spreading corruption in other established 
democracies on the continent. So it’s quite 
interconnected and it thrives just because 
we still keep lacking this strong vision and 
desire to address that. That’s it.” 

The future of Ukraine is tied to the future 
of Europe and vice versa, and it all depends 
on whether we can make ourselves pay at-
tention or allow this latest crisis to fade into 
the background, as we have done for all too 
many years. 

Protestors 
painted a 

crack on the 
People’s 

Friendship 
Arch in Kiev, 
symbolising 

deteriorating 
relationship 

between 
Ukraine and 

Russia

PHOTO BY
EFREM LUKATSKY

IT ‘S 
COMPLETELY, 
TOTALLY, IN 
MY OPINION 
DRIVEN BY 
POLITICS
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21st November 2013: 
Then-president Viktor Ya-
nukovych flips his position 
and refuses to sign an as-
sociation agreement with 
the European Union after 
Russia imposed sanctions. 
Yanukovych announces he 
will turn towards Russia 
instead.

22nd January 2014: 20-year-old 
Serhiy Negoyan becomes the first 
person killed as police begin to 
fire live ammunition at the protes-
tors. A period of violence ensued 
where over 100 civilians were 
shot. The outrage over the deaths 
actually increases the number of 
demonstrators.

February 27th 2014: Mysterious 
Russian-speaking soldiers with no 
identifications begin to appear in 
the Crimean peninsula in Eastern 
Ukraine. These “little green men” 
seize local military and government 
locations and helping to organ-
ise a March referendum on leaving 
Ukraine and joining Russia. 

2013 2014

25th May: Former foreign 
minister Petro Poreshenko is 
elected president with 54% of 
the vote. He says Ukraine’s fu-
ture is in Europe. 

FROZEN CONFLICT

April 2014: Armed con-
flict breaks out in the 
Donbas region of east-
ern Ukraine between 
the Ukrainian army and 
what are at first known as 
“Separatists” - later iden-
tified as a mix of Russian 
troops and associated re-
bel groups.

February 22 2014: As the violence in Kiev grows, Yanukovych is im-
peached by parliament. He calls it a coup and flees to Russia, where he 
currently lives in exile. The events of February become known as the 
Revolution of Dignity. A new election is scheduled for May.

17 July 2014: Malaysian Airlines flight 
MH17 from Amsterdam to Kuala Lum-
pur is shot down by Russian-supplied 
weapons as it flies over Eastern Ukraine, 
causing massive international outrage.

2014-2018: Life returns to a semblance of normal in Western 
Ukraine as a war quietly rumbles on in the East. Around 2 
Million people are displaced, living as refugees inside Ukraine. 
Around 10,000 people have been killed in the Donbas over four 
years. There are no major gains on either side.

25th November 2018: A crisis erupts in the Kerch 
strait, a narrow stretch of sea between Crimea and Russia 
that separates the Black Sea from the Sea of Azov. Three 
Ukrainian navy ships are attacked and seized by the Rus-
sian navy. The two sides had been sharing the water as per 
international agreement. 23 Ukrainian navy officers have 
been detained, six of them after sustaining injuries. This is 
seen as a huge escalation, the first time the Russian navy 
have been directly involved. 

The last-minute refusal to sign is 
seen as a betrayal by Ukrainians 
who wanted closer ties to Europe. 
Protesters take to the centre of Kiev 
demanding a deal with the EU and 
that Yanukovych resign. These come 
to be known as Euromaidan. Initial-
ly peaceful occupation of the city 
centre take on a more dangerous 
character as police involvement es-
calates.

TIMELINE OF 
THE UKRANIAN CRISIS

THE VIEW 

FROM KIEV

INNA DYBAN IS A 22-YEAR-OLD STUDENT JOURNALIST BASED IN KIEV

 You know, here in Kiev it feels just as it used to- it’s as if nothing has changed. I live in the capital, where 
martial law is not applied. Here everything is just as it was before; we carry on with our own everyday problems.
I think that, to those people who are interested in politics, this whole thing is a bit absurd. No one yet under-
stands if we really need the martial law or whether it’s some kind of manipulation. Some people believe that this 
is a Poroshenko-Putin collusion in order to raise the ratings of both political figures. Others think that we need 
the martial law because the actions in the Sea of Azov constitute an act of aggression.
 And people who are more distanced from politics are in a small panic, thinking: “OMG, can we travel 
around Ukraine? are we at war?” and other extremes.
 The situation will definitely affect the ratings of candidates and the general outcome of the elections. 
However, Ukrainian politics are always full of surprises and it’s hard to predict the final result.
In my opinion, the reaction of foreign leaders and international organisations has been very timid: the actions 
in the Sea of Azov were condemned; Trump didn’t shake Putin’s hand on Summit G20; UN Security Council 
blocked Russia’s agenda… However, stronger sanctions should be implemented on Russia. Moreover, Ukraine 
doesn’t have a strong navy and our military forces here are quite weak, so we need international help.
 The international community should also give Putin an ultimatum to release Ukrainian sailors, who were 
captured and are in Moscow right now, according to the latest information. The world should understand that 
our safety is also the safety of Europe. Russia won’t stop at conquering Ukraine if, God forbid, that would hap-
pen.
 The war in Ukraine has been going on for four years already and it is heartbreaking for me to see that, 
even now, no one cares.
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A
ccording to eMarketer, a research firm, Am-
azon’s share of the market will be 7.0% com-
pared with Facebook’s 20.8% and Google’s 

35.1% by 2020. There still will be a big gap be-
tween Amazon and the two biggest digital adver-
tising giants but in this short amount of time, Am-
azon’s share will almost double, a significant rise. 

Growing digital advertising could mean more earn-
ings, but flooding their platforms with ads could put 
off users, who may be exposed to double the amount of 
ads they normally see when using Prime Video, Twitch. 
Rumour has it ads may even start appearing on Alexa.

This would also mean that Amazon is less likely to 
give you suggestions for the most relevant products 
tailored to. Right now, the products you see at the top 
of the page are sponsored products. The spending on 
then jumped 165% over the last year. This means that 
buyers are less likely to see the best-price or best-rat-
ed product on the top of their pages, and instead have 
to scroll down or maybe even go to the second page.

As Amazon gathers more and more information 
about its users and their habits, it is able to pro-
vide much more personalised ads than before. 
With advertisers leaving Facebook, it may not be 
long until Amazon comes one step closer to be-
coming the largest digital advertiser in the world.

THE OBSTACLES

I
n October 2018, Amazon released their third-quar-
ter earnings showing that ads are the company’s 
fastest-growing segment, climbing by 123% from 

the same quarter last year. Amazon is currently the 
third biggest ads seller in the US, but is still trailing 
behind Google and Facebook, especially when it 
comes to digital advertising, which is one fourth of 
Facebook’s and a ninth of Google’s share of 37.1%.

At the moment, Amazon doesn’t 
run many ads on its own platforms. 
Although it doesn’t advertise via video ads at the 
moment, experts say the company is looking to 
increase its use in the future, as it is experiment-
ing with showing ads through its Fire TV device

Amazon is a perfect platform to run ads on, as most 
people go to the online retailer as a first option in-
stead of exploring the wide web for products. Ac-
cording to a survey conducted by BloomReach 
using data provided by Survata, “44% of buyers 
now bypass the whole Web and head to Amazon 
as their first port of call for product searches.”

WHAT DO YOU DO WITH SO MUCH 
DATA ABOUT YOUR USERS?

A
mazon has one of the largest pools of data, filled 
with information all about you; they know your 
favourite books, they know you bought a new 

yoga mat and they know your new Nutri Ninja Per-
sonal Blender broke just two weeks after you got it. 

The global corporate giant bought Whole Foods for 
US$14 million, so now, the company also knows 
what your favourite food is, whether you are vegan 
or a carnivore who eats meat three times a day. Even 
more, it now knows how many times a week you go to 
the store and what time of the day. Whole Foods even 
tracks what aisle you spend most of your time in, dis-
guising the tracking method by giving you free Wi-Fi.

Amazon’s Alexa terms of use say “Amazon pro-
cesses and retain your Alexa Interactions and re-
lated information in the cloud in order to respond 
to your requests, to provide additional function-
ality and to improve our services.” Not only does 
Amazon track your on- and offline your shopping, 
now it also tracks information about your person-
al life by infiltrating your conversations at home.

WHAT DOES AMAZON KNOW?

“Alexa, play ‘All I want for Christmas is you!’”

“Sure! While I am loading the song I rec-
ommend you the Women’s Warm Slip-
per Socks Christmas Fuzzy Socks to keep 
you warm this winter for just seven pounds. 
Should I send two pairs to Orwell Place?”

It is quite surreal that you need a robot to play 
a song for you, but what is more surreal is the 
fact that a robot can now target advertise to 
predict the exact thing you need at that pre-
cise time of the day when you are most likely 
to make a purchase. However, it is not a coin-
cidence: Amazon knows more than you think.

A DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
GIANT IS BORN

How will Amazon change with digital advertising 
becoming its fastest growing segment of earnings?

WORDS BY 
DENISTA TSEKOVA

Digital Ad Revenues by 
Companies in 2016.

Expected Digital Ad  Reve-
nues by Companies in 2020

44 percent of buyers 
now bypass the whole 

Web and head to Amazon 
as their first port of call 
for product searches.
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INSIGHT ON MARS
WORDS BY

SCOTT HOPE
PICTURES BY

NASA 

After months in space and a truly harrowing entry to Mars’ 
atmosphere, NASA’s InSight probe gently touched down on 
the Martian surface, sending back our newest snaps of the 
rocky red planet.

T
he Insight probe — the full 
name of which is actually 
Interior Exploration using 
Seismic Investigations, 
Geodesy and Heat Trans-

port — touched down safely on 
Mars’ Elysium Planitia at 7:52pm 
on the evening of Monday No-
vember 26, making it the eighth 
successful unmanned mission to 
Mars in the history of mankind. 

At at a post-landing briefing at 
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory (JPL) in Pasadena, California 
Insight’s Project Manager Tom 
Hoffman remarked “I’m very, 
very happy that it looks like we 
have an incredibly safe and bor-

ing looking landing location”. 

Elysium Planitia, located in the 
northern hemisphere and near 
the equator of the red planet, is 
a soft sandy plain on the Martian 
surface — a perfect spot for In-
Sight to carry out its life purpose: 
to study the geology of Mars’ core. 

Essentially an interplanetary ge-
ologist, the InSight probe is dis-
tinct from the famous Mars Rov-
ers, in that the probe will remain 
in place for the duration of its 
mission. It will dig deep into the 
Martian crust, searching for so 
called marsquakes and drawing a 
picture of what lies beneath Mars’ 

surface from the data it collects. 

“In the coming months and years 
the history books will be rewrit-
ten about the interior of Mars” 
Michael Watkins, JPL’S Director 
predicted in the press briefing. 

Before the scientific mission 
can officially be kickstarted in 
a few months, more definitive 
checks will be carried out to as-
sure the spacecraft’s on-board 
equipment and mechanics 
have survived the tough en-
try to the Martian atmosphere.

InSight entered the Martian at-
mosphere at 12,300 miles per 

hours before slowing itself down 
to a walking pace in around sev-
en minutes. A combination of 
rockets and parachutes allowed 
the craft to land safely in the 
plain, which has been described 
as being as horizontal as a car 
park in the famously flat Kansas. 

The landing caps off a journey 
which began in May 2018 and 
300 million miles away on plan-
et Earth. The Insight probe was 
launched from Vandenberg Air 
Force Base in California on the 
May 5, 2018, from an Atlas 
V-401 Rocket, making it the first 
Mars’ mission launched from the 
west coast of the US as opposed 

to Florida on the east coast. 

InSight was closely followed by 
two NASA CubeSats — miniatur-
ised satellites about the size of 
a briefcase — called Mars Cube 
One or MarCO. These types of 
satellites are easily and relative-
ly cheaply sent up to orbit earth 
but this mission marks their first 
use deep in our solar system, of-
fering the possibility of improved 
communications and data collec-
tion infrastructure in deep space. 

In the coming 
months and 

years the history 
books will be 

re-written about 
the interior of 

Mars.

Mars’ South Pole, Taken by the 
MarCO-B Cube Satellite Moments 
after InSight Landed.

View of InSight’s Robotic In-
strument Arm on Mars, the 
Arm was Made by NASA’s 
European Partners.
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PROBES OVER PEOPLE
The landing is great news but looking at the bigger 
picture of deep space exploration you might be 
moved to ask–where are all the people?

I
t’s a good question and it is one 
that is getting asked more and 
more of late. Since the close 

of the shuttle program in 2011, 
NASA’s operations have become 
a lot more geared toward un-
manned scientific exploration. 

Think of deep space milestones 
of late; the curiosity rover on 
Mars, the New Horizons probe 
responsible for beautiful close 
ups of the dwarf planet Plu-
to, and now Mars’ InSight. 

Since the last mission to the 
moon in the 1970’s there have 
been no humans beyond low-
Earth orbit. As we approach the 
50th anniversary of Apollo 11’s 
historic first landing on the moon 
and see private companies like 
SpaceX inch ever closer to per-
fecting their own space launch 
systems, the question regarding 
when humans will next explore 
deep space in person will become 
central to American space policy. 

Under the current adminis-
tration NASA has received a 
slight increase in funding to 
just under US$20 billion — a 
rather modest amount as feder-
al agencies go — and outlined 
goals for a permanent presence 
on the moon as the main deep 
space goal acting as a way sta-
tion for an eventual trip to Mars. 

The fundamentals of these plans 

pre-dated the Trump adminis-
tration as the space agency devel-
oped a new Space launch system 
and deep space craft called Orion. 

Some outlandish space propos-
als have been put forward by the 
Trump administration, such as 
the so called “Space Force”— an 
American military presence in 
space. The idea has been met 
with some derision, with Former 
U.S. Navy Captain and retired 
Astronaut Mark Kelly tweet-
ing that it was ‘a dumb idea”. 

Although continuing to explore 
the low earth orbit might seem like 
a continuous dive into the shallow 
end of an endless pool, but it has 
been responsible for falling costs 
more reusable space technolo-
gy and so more access to space. 

This, along with our now ro-
bust scientific understanding of 
Mars, doesn’t only put NASA 
in a position to home someone 
on the planet, but also allows 
the international cooperation 
to reach mankind’s next mile-
stone for humans in space. 

The space giant’s official line 
remains true to the goal of put-
ting humans on the red plan-
et, as NASA’s Administrator 
Jim Bridenstine is optimistic 
a human presence on Mars 
will happen in the near future.

InSight is Lifted Atop the Atlas-V401 
Rocket that will take it to Mars.
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“I mean these things take time.”

They sat in silence for a moment. Each 
clasping their cup of coffee, they sat 
apart in armchairs in Sana’s apartment 
living room. 

“I know, Jaret,” Sana said. “But I don’t 
have time. I have a daughter to think of. 
She needs me.” 

Silence fell between them. Jaret sipped 
his coffee. She looked out the large win-
dow where her desk sat beneath. She 
stared through the ranks of skyscrapers, 
the dying sun glinting off their glass fa-
cades. 

Sana cradled the warm mug against her 
chest. “I don’t know what happened. It’s 
like all my ideas just dried up.” 

Jaret shook his head. “Never. They’re 
still in that head of yours. You just need 
time.” He looked at his watch before 
standing up from the chair as he put his 
cup down on the wooden table between 
them. “Craig is waiting for me back at 
the apartment, but really Sana if you ever 
need help, just call.”

“Thanks Jaret,” Sana said as she walked 
him to the front door. She opened the 
door for him. They embraced. She clung 
to him for a little too long. “It means a 
lot,” she said as she pulled away. 

“Let me know if you hear from him.” 

“Tell Craig I’m asking for him.” They 
said their goodbyes before Sana closed 

the door. 

She crossed her living room, picking up 
her white, coffee-stained cotton dress-
ing gown from the armchair and threw it 
over her old 

 

grey yoga top and sweatpants. It was all 
she ever seemed to wear these days. She 
sat at her desk. Her pen hovered over her 
notebook as she racked her brains for 
something. Anything. It used to come so 
easily. Her mind drifted to Jaret.

Sana had been friends with him through-
out middle school before dating in high 
school and in their freshman year of col-
lege. He had dropped out of college and 
disappeared from her without warning. 
Sana didn’t have any contact with him 
afte r that. 

That was until they reconnected through 
Facebook over a decade later. She 
learned they’d moved to the same city so 
they had met for dinner. Jaret’s boyish 
face had shaped into an older, bearded 
one. The thick hard hair she used to play 
with, had thinned. Yet he’d grown into 
an remarkably handsome man.

Jaret explained that he didn’t remember 
when he realised he was gay. He had ran 
away when he did. Jaret brought his fa-
ther’s decorating business to the city. 
He then met Craig who helped him come 
to terms with who he really was. 

Jaret apologised. He meant it. Sana 
forgave him. She meant it too. From 
there, their old friendship re-emerged. 

It hadn’t been easy to forget all the hurt, 
but Sana managed. 

Sana would sometimes forget her 
place. She’d place her hand on his as 
they laughed during drinks. He would 
continue to laugh forcibly, but his eyes 
locked on her hand with a glimmer of 
alarm. At times, especially as her and 
Martin were on their downward path, 
she would watch Jaret with Craig and 
picture herself in Craig’s place. Her 
imagination, her greatest asset, had a 
knack for hurting her. 

It was dark out by the time she put her 
pen down. The pages still blank. Abigail 
would be home soon. Sana’s friend, Am-
ber had been looking after her the past 
few days. 

The front door unlocked. Abigail came 
running through, her long, curled au-
burn hair streaming behind her. She’d 
got that from her mother. Her deep set, 
shining blue eyes she’d got from Mar-
vin. As much as Sana hated to admit it, it 
pained her to look into those eyes some-
times. He was the second man to aban-
don her without warning. Amber came 
in behind her, clutching her own key to 
the apartment. She looked tired.

“Mom!” Abigail said. “Look what we 
made!” She held up a page filled with 
bright swirls of and golden glitter strewn 
across the top. “It’s space!” 

“Looks like we have another artist in the 
family,” Sana said. Abigail beamed up at 
her before running into Sana, holding 
her tight. “Okay, Abi, it’s late. Leave this 
with me.” She took the painting from 
her daughter and placed it on her desk 
by her blank notepad. “Go get ready for 
bed and I’ll come read you a story soon.” 

“Can it be one of your stories?”

“Not quite old enough yet.” Abigail 
made a huffing sound before running to 
her room. 

“I don’t know where the hell she gets the 
energy from,” Amber said, sitting on the 
armchair facing Sana.

“How was she?”

“Behaved as always. She’s such a smart 
girl. Did you get anywhere?”

Sana held up her blank notepad and 
sighed. “Same as always. Thanks again 
for looking after her the past few days. I 
swear I’m trying I just –”

“You don’t have to explain yourself, 
Sana. I always have time for her – and 
you of course.” Amber worked mainly 
from home. She was middle-aged like 
Sana and had recently divorced after 
several failed attempts to birth a child. 
She made all the time in the world for 
Abigail. “She asked about her dad. Have 
you heard from that piece of shit?” 

Sana sighed and shook her head. “She’s 
going to ask of course, but I don’t know 
what to tell her. And don’t call him that. 
He just wanted to give me space until I 
got better.”

“Sana, don’t lie to yourself.”

“He wants me to get better.”

“He wants you to start making money 
again.”

Sana bit back the tears. “You don’t un-
derstand. It was hurting him to see me 
that way.”

“Bullshit, Sana. He didn’t want to get 
married until you started making the 
big bucks on your novels. You remem-
ber how he liked to boast about his 
bestselling wife. And now you’re strug-
gling, he’s ran off to some other state 
for work.” Amber rolled her eyes at the 
last word. Sana looked at the floor, her 
face growing red. “Is he still sending you 
money at least?”
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“He’s sending a bit less, but just for 
now. Bills are costing more than he 
thought.”

“I’ll kill him. He can’t do this to you. 
And you can’t just sit there and take it. 
Whatever you two had, it’s over.”

Sana burst into tears. She covered 
her face with her dressing gown. She 
couldn’t speak. Amber’s hand was 
on her the shoulder, the other gently 
stroking her head. “I’m sorry, Sana. 
But you needed to hear it. Are the roy-
alties enough to keep you going?”

“They get me by,” said Sana, dropping 
the gown from her face. Her eyes were 
still red, but the crying had stopped. “I 
can’t rely on them for much longer. I 
need something published.” She bent 
her head down. “I need Marvin.”

Amber sTruggled to bite her tongue. 
“Look, Sana, if you need anything – 
money, food, anything – just call me.”

“Thanks – really. I just need to get 
back on track. I think I’ll take Abigail 
out into town tomorrow and sell some 
old things. Just for a bit spare cash, you 
know?”

“Okay. But if you need anything, please 
just ask.” 

They made quick conversation, moving 
away from the previous tension. As Am-
ber went to leave, she turned. “Try and 
get better. I’ve been there and I know. 
But it takes time. Just don’t do it for 
Marvin. Do it for you.” She pointed her 
head towards Abigail’s door. “And for 
her. Goodnight, Sana.”

“Goodnight. I’ll let you know if I come 
up with anything.”

* * *

“Please?” said Abigail. She pointed at 
a children’s book in the window of a 
bookstore.
 
Sana hoisted her bulging canvas tote 
bag up. “We get rid of some of this stuff 
first, then we’ll see.” Abigail shined a 
smile up at her.

Abigail’s dress billowed in the slight 
wind meandering through the city’s 
streets as they walked. Sana shivered as 
it hit her, she’d decided to only a wear a 
plain white t-shirt along with her jeans. 
Weekend commuters were still rushing 
to work as the sun crept steadily upward 
casting an orange glow across the sky 
and against the tall glass buildings. 
 
Sana stopped at the pawnshop. She’d 
never been to one before. They made 
their way inside. Abigail instantly grav-
itated towards the shelf of second-hand 
toys in the corner. Sana made her way 
to the counter where she dropped the 
tote bag. 

“Morning,” said the rather large, elder-
ly man at the counter. He had such a 
thick city accent. Born and raised here, 
thought Sana. “How can I help?”

“Morning – hi,” said Sana. “I have 
things I want to get rid of – sell I mean.” 

The man smiled at her. “You won’t get 
much for that bag I’m afraid.”

Sana tried to laugh but it sounded flat – 
false. She pulled out the first few items 
from the bag. Model cars her dad had 
collected in his youth and then left to 
her when he passed away. She had spent 
the night before painstakingly fitting 
some of them back into their boxes. 
They were supposed to stay in them but 
Abigail had opened a few to play with 
the cars. Sana had picked the best of the 
collection she could find and still none 
of them were in mint condition. “How 
much for them?”

“Hmm… maybe about a dollar or two 
for each. Let’s see here.” He counted 
the boxes – twenty in total. “I’d give 
you probably thirty for all of them.”  

“Oh. Okay.” Sana hadn’t expected 
much. The way her dad used to display 
and care for them when she was a kid 
though… she always thought they’d 
been worth a lot more. Not thirty dol-
lars. “I mean I have more at home, may-
be you’d be interested in them? They’re 
not in as good a condition, but may-
be…” She trailed off as the elderly man 

raised his eyebrows at the worn boxes. 

“Mass-produced kid’s toys, miss. Dime 
a dozen, no matter how old.” 

It stung to hear her dad’s treasured 
artefacts reduced down to something 
so meaningless. She pulled out more 
items. Her mother’s old wooden jewel-
lery box with a rose engraved on the lid. 
She remembered how she had sit on her 
mother’s lap one evening as a child with 
the box placed on hers. 

“Your grandfather made this for your 
grandmother when he proposed,” her 
mother had said, placing her hand on 
the lid. “He was a carpenter. I wish 
you’d met him, Sana. He was an ex-
traordinary man. But when he gave it to 
my mother, she opened the lid and...” 
Sana remembered as a child the ex-
citement she felt as her mother flipped 
open the lid, revealing a pile of jew-
ellery – some new and much of it old. 
“...A ring was sitting on its own in the 
box. And he proposed.” 

Sana’s mother had always loved to tell 
stories. She never lived to see Sana’s 
first book. The nights she struggled to 
sleep and the days where she struggled 
to get out of bed in the morning – Sana 
always wished her mother would sit by 
her bed and tell her one last story. She 
pushed back the thought and flipped 
open the lid, showing the collection of 
jewellery. 

He raised his eyebrows a little. “Ah, 
that’s a bit more like it,” he said. He 
picked up each piece of jewellery, strok-
ing the surface, tapping the stones. “I 
think I can make a good offer for all of 
this. The box too yes?” 

“Y-yes,” she said. 

An image of the ring nestling peaceful-
ly in the wooden box her grandfather 
– a man she never knew but pictured 
so clearly from her mother’s stories – 
spent countless hours to craft and per-
fect, flooded her mind. How had Marvin 
proposed? 

Nine years ago, at her first book sign-
ing as a bestselling author. In front of 

the crowd, he presented her with a ring 
heavy with diamonds. Marvin liked big 
gestures. She only remembered feeling 
shock. He had been married before and 
repeated that he didn’t wish to get into 
another one any time soon. He never 
bothered to ask what Sana wanted. She 
was content to have someone there af-
ter her mother and father died. 

“I’m thinking,” the clerk began, “about 
three-hundred and fifty dollars. For 
everything.”
 
Had Amber been right? She never un-
derstood why Marvin would have mar-
ried her for her success. He had plenty 
of money working for the advertising 
company. He always liked to introduce 
her as the bestselling author. “Am I 
just some sort of fucking trophy wife 
to you?” Sana had drunkenly screamed 
at him after he had left her at an awards 
party to discuss business with members 
of a very influential advertising agency. 
Not before introducing himself as Sa-
na’s husband, of course.

They had argued throughout the night, 
but mentioned nothing of it in the 
morning.

“Miss?”

Sana blinked. Her eyes refocussed onto 
the box before meeting the clerk’s ap-
prehensive gaze. “Sorry?”

“Three-fifty. For everything.” 

Sana looked back at Abigail who was 
still perusing the old toys. She could 
barely recall a time Marvin had really 
spent time with Abigail. 

“This is ridiculous,” he had said as he 
came home from work. Sana was still 
in bed, Abigail’s head nestled in her 
breast. The blinds still shut, Sana hadn’t 
noticed how much time had passed. 
“I’ve been working my ass off all day – 
on a Sunday for crying out loud!”

“Don’t swear daddy,” Abigail said. 

Marvin only rolled his eyes and told her 
to be quiet. “I can’t keep supporting 
this family alone, Sana.”

“I’m sorry. I really tried.” She really had 
tried but the fatigue had anchored her 
to the bed. She felt sick remembering 
how Abigail had had to microwave their 
meals and fetch Sana water that day.

“Whatever. You say you’re sick, but 
you’re quite happy seeing me break 
my back for you while you don’t write 
a damn thing. How hard can it be? I’m 
sleeping in Abi’s room tonight.”

It was about a week later that Sana 
had came back from a day trip with 
Abigail to the city zoo to find Marvin 
was gone. She had read and re-read 
the tear-stained note he had left in his 
place. Marvin was pursuing a business 
venture in another state. For Sana’s 
benefit, apparently. He’d been making 
arrangements for a while and had been 
meaning to tell her sooner. The note 
ended: You need space to work on your 
writing. I’ll come back when you decide 
to get better.

“Do you need time?” the clerk asked. 
His eyes betrayed his growing concern. 

Sana stared at her parent’s treasures. 
She missed them both. Tears escaped 
her. She steeled herself within seconds. 
The clerk looked down at the items ei-
ther out of embarrassment or respect. 
“You know the memories don’t fade 
when you sell them,” he said, his cheeks 
reddening. 

Sana nodded, more tears fell down her 
cheeks. She rotated the ring on her 
finger. It was always felt heavy on her 
hand. “One last thing.” She pulled the 
ring off her finger and dropped it on the 
counter. “How much for this?” 

“Shi- are you sure?” the clerk said. 
Sana nodded. 

* * *

The sun was up now. The streets had 
calmed. Sana and Abigail made their 
way from the pawn shop. Abigail 
stopped by the bookshop again. She 
gave Sana her best puppy eyes and 
pointed at the children’s book she’d 
spied earlier. “You’re like a billionaire 

now, mommy.” She pointed at the bulg-
ing envelope of cash in Sana’s hand. 

Sana laughed at her daughter. 
“You’re persistent, I’ll give you that.” 

She looked inside the envelope to look 
again at the pile of cash inside. That and 
the royalties still slipping in would get 
them by for now. Sana realised too, that 
she’d have to get a day-job if she didn’t 
start writing soon. “Okay, we’ll get it, 
but mommy can’t spend all her money 
at once.”

“Will you read it to me?” 

“Of course I will.”

“When will you read me your books?”

“When you’re older.”

Abigail sighed. “But I don’t want to wait 
until I’m older.” Then her eyes sudden-
ly brightened. “Oh I know – you should 
write a book like that.” She pointed at 
the children’s book. “Then you can 
read it to me.” 

“Huh.” For the first time in a long time, 
an idea sparked in Sana’s head. Inspi-
ration was finally emerging after nearly 
two years of hibernation. She ran her 
hands through Abigail’s beautiful locks 
of hair. “That’s... actually a good idea, 
Abi. You know you always make me so 
proud to be your mom.” 

They went inside. Sana’s imagination 
was throwing her into a dream-like 
state. Her daughter picked out the 
book she wanted in the meantime.

Dealing with Marvin was going to be 
tough, but it was over. She knew it. 
He probably knew it too. Hopefully it 
would make what lay ahead a little eas-
ier. But as Sana pictured her next book 
and even planned about moving back to 
her small town, she was feeling better 
about the future – more than she ever 
had. 
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AMAHLA
21-year-old breakthrough artist Amahla 
talks inspiration, determination and her 
highlights of 2018.
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I have always wanted 
to change the world 

in some way.

Your debut single Old Soul is 
very nostalgic and suggests you 
fell in love with music at a young 
age. When did you start singing?
I’ve always sung, when I was little I was in 
school choirs and I loved it. I don’t think 
anybody thought it’d be a credible route for 
me to go down. I always wanted to be a sing-
er but I didn’t know if I was good enough. 

How would you describe your sound?
I think soul or adult contemporary are 
the genres closest to my sound. I’ve tried 
very hard to make it succinct! Genres 
have changed a lot over time, so I don’t 
feel like I fit the R&B ‘box’ anymore. The 
British adaptation of soul or adult con-
temporary alludes to early Adele or Amy 
Winehouse, which is more what I’m like.

When did you start writ-
ing your own songs?
I used to take songs and change the 
words so that they’d mean something 
different. So I guess that was the first 
time I realised that I wanted to write 
a narrative to fit my interpretation of 
the world. I think I was about ten years 
old when I started writing my own 
songs, they were very Destiny’s Child!

Who are your musical in-
spirations and influences?
I feel like there have been phases. When 
I was a teenager, it was people like John 

Mayer. I was learning the guitar so I was 
into guitar bands like Green Day and Cold-
play. However, people like Etta James, Ella 
Fitzgerald and Otis Redding trump any-
one else. All those artists had something 
to say, their lyrics aren’t just throwaway, 
and they all participated in social justice so 
they influenced me in a more personal way.

You often speak about being inspired 
by artists who are politically active, 
both in their music and in a wider 
sense. Is this something you strive for?
Since I was a child, I have always want-
ed to change the world in some way. I 
was very aware of injustice. My parents 
are immigrants and have had their fair 
share of struggles and, although I’ve 
been able to grow up fairly privileged, 
it is something I’ve always wanted to 
do. I still don’t know how to approach 
the issue but talking about injustices in 
my music and using it as a means to ex-
plain what’s going on in 2018 or even in 
2025, that’s something that is both time-
less and contemporary at the same time.

You’ve had some great opportu-
nities to perfect your craft, one of 
them being your residency at The 
Roundhouse in London. How have 
they helped you grow as an artist?
I joined the Roundhouse two years ago as 
part of a music collective made up of 11 
young musicians under the age of 25. I 
was able to write music with a live band 

and think about what style of music I want-
ed to do so the Roundhouse has been huge 
in building up my confidence and skill for 
sure. My residency lasts for a year. They 
are really supportive of all of their resi-
dent artists, but I feel like because I’ve 
been able to create a bit of momentum by 
myself over the last few months, they’ve 
been able to help me get to that next step. 

You’ve been given some great op-
portunities to perfect your craft 
this year, one of the most exciting 
must have been receiving the PRS 
Foundation’s Lynsey De Paul Prize?
I was so shocked! I had to do a video appli-
cation about why I needed the grant at this 
point in my career. Most of the money is 
going to be used on studio time. I’m going 
to use the rest to make a music video, the 
visual side of my music is something I’m 
learning to like! It doesn’t feel essential 
for me because you can’t see music, so why 
would you want to do all of this other stuff! 
But obviously we’re living in a visual world.

Amahla’s debut single Old Soul is 
out now on Spotify and Apple Music. 

Singer Songwriter amahla.
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T
he path paved by women in Hollywood is 
never an easy one, and there are few pow-
erful roles available – especially for women 
of colour. However, Steve McQueen has 
opened foors for female minority actors 

through the lead roles  in his action thriller Widows. 
It is definitely not your typical genre for characters 
with depth, in fact, women tend to play the damsels 
in distress waiting patiently for some hunk to save 
the day. But not on McQueen’s watch. He steers 
clear of stereotyping and in doing so creates char-
acters so profound they will make you forget that 
you’re watching an action movie. The character de-
velopment almost forces the viewer to feel connect-
ed to them on a personal level in between the high 
adrenaline chaos. It works so well and makes such 
sense, it’s a surprise it’s not been done before, 
and it will definitely be done again in the future. 

There are four female backstories to fall in love 
with — firstly, Veronica. Played by Viola Davis, 
she is the one to take leadership of the wom-
en’s pack, thrust into executing their criminal 
husband’s ‘last job’ to settle the debt they were 
left with. She’s tough, authoritative and exqui-
site. Making the tough calls, masterminding the 
group and not showing any emotions – it’s easy 
to call her cold and callous. But for women mem-
bers in the audience, it’s all too easy to recog-
nise her mindset, and they will sympathise with 
her burrowing of emotions for the greater good. 

Michelle Rodriguez’s character Linda smartly op-
poses stereotypes; She too is tough, but her role in 
widows has a softer edge to it than her past roles. 
Although she keeps a hard front in the first part of 
the film, a confrontation with another widow allows 

the audience to understand the deeper emotions 
and her feelings, and reminds it this is no mere 
action film – there are emotions at play. Although 
the character development of all leading roles is 
told in depth, the audience gets the best look into 
Linda’s past. Her shop is taken away from her be-
cause her husband was lying to her, and she’s a 
struggling mother who gets no sympathy from 
her mother-in-law who blames her for everything. 

Alice, played gracefully by Elizabeth Debicki, is the 
only white lead character. Although her character of 
a doll-like, Polish American seems rather stereotyp-
ical at first — she was reliant on her abusive husband.  
His death leaves her broken and hurt in search for 
someone to lead her, a role her Polish mother gla-
dy takes on, by forcing her daughter into escorting 
to provide for herself, as if her looks are all she has 
going for her. Luckily, she is scooped up by Veron-
ica who empowers her beyond her wildest dreams.

Finally, Cynthia Erivo’s Bella, is a character every 
female in the audience will relate to. She babysits 
to make ends meet, which means she has to leave 
her own kids. The powerhouse, who runs every-
where as she isn’t financially able to pay for pub-
lic transport, is invited into the group by Linda. 
Her physical strength is her power and she uses 
it to change her children’s lives for the better. 

This movie gives the viewer what they’ve been 
craving – powerful, flawed, in short, realistic wom-
en doing what men normally do, except in kitten 
heels, after putting their children to bed whilst leav-
ing out the usual mindless, gun toting murdering. 

STEVE MCQUEEN 
STRIKES AGAIN
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Steve McQueen is known to be an extraordinary direc-
tor, especially after his topical hit 12 Years A Slave. So 
when he ventured into his new action thriller Widows, 
based on Lynda La Plante’s novel, he was sure to take 
some of his quintessential social justice with him.
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“We are all drowning slowly in 
the tide of our opinions, oblivi-
ous that we are taking on water 
every time we open our mouths.”

The words of Jodi Picoult in her 
latest novel, A Spark of Light, 
ring true. Deep down all of us 
have a wealth of opinions, re-
gardless of topic, circumstanc-
es and person, even if we don’t 
always want to share them. 
Each one of us goes through life 
in our own version of reality, 
moulded by our mistakes, beliefs 
and past experiences. Some peo-
ple instinctively follow their own 
beliefs, some people falter if they 
hear a compelling argument, and 
others border on the line of hy-
pocrisy. Either way, A Spark of 
Light is an influential piece of 
literature surrounding the argu-
ments of abortion, that will make 
you question where you stand. 
Before you prepare to defend 
your stance on abortion, just 
know, that that’s not really what 
this book is about. Rather, the 
takeaway from the book is the 
acknowledgement that there are 
always multiple points of view in 
every argument. Regardless of 
what side you find yourself on, 
this story will expose you to both.
What Picoult cleverly manages to 
do by presenting multiple sides 
of the argument, is show that 
we, as a society, will never agree 
on the issue. The stakes are too 
high, and both sides operate 
from a place of unshakable be-
lief. But she acknowledges that 
the first step is talking to each 
other and, more importantly, 
to listen to each other. We may 
not all see eye to eye but we can 
respect each other’s opinions 
and find the truth in them. And, 
perhaps, in those honest conver-
sations, instead of demonising 
each other, we might see each 

other as imperfect human be-
ings simply doing our best. The 
truth is, no matter what side of 
the argument we’re on, where 
we draw the line shifts – not 
just between those who are pro-
life and pro-choice, but in each 
individual woman, depending 
on her current circumstances.
This piece of work is thought-pro-
voking and feels incredibly im-
portant; even more so given our 
current political climate where 
this topic is involved in a heav-
ily politically charged debate.
Over the past few years, many 
writers have given us books that 
open a narrative to some big, 
social issues. One novel that 
was released last year, and hit 
the cinemas this summer, was 
Angie Thomas’ bestseller The 
Hate U Give. The story focus-
es on race issues in the US, as 
a young black school girl, Starr 
Carter, witnesses a white police 
officer shoot her unarmed friend 
Khalil dead at point-blank range.
The Hate U Give is fictional, 
but only just. With Starr’s emo-
tions exploding on the page, we 
feel what she’s feeling, or at the 
very least we humanise it. The 
story is based on real events and 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment is very real. At the end of 
the book, Starr lists names of 
those who have had the same fate 
as Khalil; lives that have been 
shortened by law enforcement 
which should have been avoid-
ed: Freddie Gray, Oscar Grant, 
Trayvon Martin, Tamir Rice, 
Eric Garner, Sandra Bland...
The Hate U Give is just one 
example of how we are start-
ing to see this reflected in 
literature, and it has been 
a publishing phenomenon. 

Love, Hate & Other Filters by 
Samira Ahmed does this in a sim-

ilar way. This novel, published 
in January this year, focuses on a 
young Indian-American Muslim 
teen called Maya Aziz as she con-
fronts Islamophobia. Hundreds 
of miles away, a horrific crime 
takes place that makes those 
who Maya has known the longest 
look at her differently and her 
whole world shifts. People are 
consumed with fear, bigotry and 
hatred, and Maya seems to get 
it undeservingly thrown at her. 
Another novel about social is-
sues from this year is Tommy 
Orange’s There There. This de-
but novel confronts the painful 
Native American history and at 
the same time has an air of pro-
found spirituality about it. It 
looks at addiction of all kinds, 
the hardships of abuse and the 
reality of suicide. Orange writes 
about what he calls ‘Indian’ and 
it’s incredible, messed up com-
plexity. There is a fair amount of 
compassion in the story, but not 
so much with the first character, 
Tony Loneman. He is intent to 
rob at gun point, but we can see 
his ending becoming a violent 
one as his story reflects how ex-
changing bullets has continued 
to be a part of American life. 
These are just a small handful of 
novels that have grown in popu-
larity this year that open a narra-
tive on huge current topics and 
issues. These novels give us oth-
er points of view, a glimpse into 
other realities and a chance to get 
rid of our prejudices on hard hit-
ting, topical issues that surround 
ideals, society, race, religion and 
class. They’re not there to change 
our minds, but rather to open 
ourselves up to the notion that 
there are more sides to the story 
than the side we’re standing on.

HOW 

LITERATURE 
TACKLES BIG 

SOCIAL ISSUES
WORDS BY 

PAIGE BERESFORD

MAGAZINE TEMPLATE!!!! .indd   44-45 04/12/2018   15:53


